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Idyllwild School  - September Students of the Week. 

September 15, 2025

Mrs. Chavez, our second grade teacher, has chosen the following stu-
dents as students of the week: Aurora LLanes Gil and Hanna Sarty. 

Both of these girls have been working hard since the beginning of the 
school year. They are engaged in learning and are able to answer ques-
tions that go with the lessons. They take pride in their school work and 
try to do their very best. 

I am very pleased to have Hannah and Aurora as my Students of the 
Week.

Congratulations Hanna and Aurora!

YOU ARE BOTH STARS at IDYLLWILD SCHOOL!

photo provided by Idyllwild School 
Hanna Sarty and Aurora LLanes Gil SPECIAL SCHOOL ASSEMBLY 

September, 26, 2025

Idyllwild School held a very spe-
cial assembly in the auditorium. 
on Friday.
 
Guest speaker Jessie Henson was 
an animated speaker and singer 
that brought the best out of the 
children and how they can express 
their kindness.  

The school acknowledged one 
very special student at this assem-
bly.  The surprise was that there 
was a book published and an ani-
mated presentation about her and 
examples of her kindness.              

September 22, 2025
Mrs. Shana Van Zee, our 3rd grade teacher, has chosen the following 
students as Students of the Week. Aitana Acosta Torres - She shows up to 
school every day ready to learn. She is polite, hardworking, and always 
well-prepared for the day ahead.  I appreciate having her as part of our 
3rd-grade class in Room 8.
Matthew Mejia -  He is invaluable to anyone in need in Room 8.  He 
also shows up ready for the day ahead with a positive and light-hearted 
attitude.  I enjoy his sense of humor and positive attitude.   Great job you 
two, keep it up!

photo provided by Idyllwild School 
Aitana Acosta Tores and Matthew Mejia

More on this assembly and 
photos of students in our next 
Star edition. 

This assembly of Kindness will 
acknowledge the very first stu-
dent recognized for her kind-
ness in all of California.  

For more information contact  
the Idyllwild School. 

BRAVO TO THE STUDENTS 
AND TO THE SCHOOL 
TEACHERS AND STAFF!	

THIS WAS AN AMAZING 
ASSEMBLY AND A JOY!	

THE STAR is honored 
to bring you 
the Idyllwild School 
Students of the Week
 
Happy First Day of Fall!
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OKTOBERFEST

BRATS WITH TOPPINGS, POTATO SALAD, AND BAKED BEANS
$12.00 PER PERSON

COME ON DOWN FOR BRATS AND SHOES!

HORSESHOE TOURNAMENT

SONS of the AMERICAN LEGION, POST 800

SATURDAY, OKTOBER 4th, 2025
SIGN IN BEGINNING AT 10:30am

$15 PER PLAYER
TEAMS WILL BE RANDOMLY ASSIGNED
BRAGGING RIGHTS TO THE WINNERS

(AS WELL AS 1ST, 2ND, AND 3RD PLACE TROPHIES)

**BAR OPEN TO MEMBERS ONLY**
FOOD AND NONALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES AVAILABE FOR ALL

Regularly scheduled maintenance can prevent 
costly repairs or replacements. Idyllwild Heating 
& Cooling is your go-to guru for making sure all 
of your heating and cooling systems are in ship-
shape for any season. 

Call Idyllwild’s most trusted expert (over 
45 years) for  installation, maintenance 
and repairs for your home’s heating and 
AC solutions today!

Are you feeling the HEAT?

951-659-4328
www.idyheating.com

Lic. # 676943

Visit Our New Showroom!
54110 Pine Crest Ave., Idyllwild, CA 92549

8am-4pm Monday-Friday

AMATEUR RADIO  &
THE AMERICAN LEGION

Th e Bottom Line

Ham radio is FUN as well as an 
invaluable resource "when all else 
fails." When severe weather, natu-
ral disasters or other catastrophes 
strike and power lines and cell-
phones towers are knocked out, 
ham radio has always stood up 
to serve communities across the 
nation.  Who better to become 
involved than veterans and their 
families who proudly follow the 
motto, "Still Serving America." 

You may wonder which one of 
these would be the organization 
that you would align with. We are 
providing the contact information 
for you to make you search easier. 

Printed and Distributed by 

Th e American Legion-Amateur 
Radio Club brochure. 
www.legion.org/hamradio.

For Radio Amateurs interested 
in emergency communications, 
we have the Radio Amateur 
Civil Emergency Service (RAC-
ES) - Mountain District which is 
supported by the MHRC. 

RACES – Mountain District is the 
offi  cial volunteer communications 
arm of Riverside County Offi  ce 
of Emergency Service (OES) and 
operates under the auspices of 
FEMA for disaster communica-
tions. (per riverready.org RACES 
- Riverside)

Th e Riverside County, California 
Radio Amateur Civil Emergency 
Service or RACES, is operated 
under the direction of the County 
Riverside Emergency Manage-
ment Department (EMD), Emer-
gency Services Division. Volun-
teer Maureen Heimstra, K6BSC is 
the Chief RACES Offi  cer.

RACES members are sworn Vol-
unteer Disaster Service Workers 
and must complete classwork on 
emergency management of disas-
ters and emergency incidents.



THE STAR	 PAGE 9														              September  22, 2025

“It takes a village”, some have said. What ex-
actly does that mean? Rarely do I give com-
ments on local events and activities, but as of 
late, there has been a change of atmosphere in 
our little village. And yet everything seems the 
same. It’s not.

There was an (invisible) visible presence of 
those who would bring a demonstration of 
politics to dishearten residents, visitors and 
business owners.  With more than 80 busi-
nesses currently in Idyllwild, one would think 
that there would be a progressive  movement 
towards a sustainable economy here on the 
Hill. And yet, there are businesses that strug-
gle to make their rent, unable to make enough 
revenue to afford their employees. If they have 
employees. Which seems to be another chal-
lenging issue here on the Hill. 

Nonetheless, as many know, weekends in 
Idyllwild are for having fun and for small 
business to earn their living with what is their 
passion. Supporting the working entrepreneur, 
there families or just themselves.  Most week-
ends are full of fun filled events scheduled to 
bring friends and families together. Most do 
not expect  their laughter and joyous conver-
sations to be blasted with the disrupted noise 
of a bull horn’s or loud shouts of indiscernable 
chants. This visibly scared children, irritated 
business owners, and threatens Idyllwild to be 
one more location to escape from and not to.  

When there is a disregard to those seeking 
a retreat for the weekend or cause the open 
doors of local business owners to close, block-
ing visitors and residences to come in,  it just 
may leave a negative impact, as individuals 
marching in protest, demonstrating their 
"right to freedom of speech".  When it takes 
precedence to the rights of those non-par-
ticipating visitors and their children. Many 
watched as locals, visitors and their children 
sought refuge from those that appeared to 
be aggressive.  Most visitors and residents 
who live in Idyllwild do so to live in hopes of 
enjoying peace and harmony.  After all, that is 
why Idyllwild’s famous monument is called. 
“Harmony".

Many find weekends in Idyllwild a time of 
celebration, family gathering, wedding, and 
just traveling up The Hill to enjoy a beautiful 
sunny Saturday. Idyllwild has always wel-
comed visitors with their loving pets, to just 
meander in and out of shops, taking a pause to 
enjoy Mayor Max and his lovable entourage, 
clicking photos of each other and the beauty 
surrounding Idyllwild. They chat while getting 
in line for a date shake or making their selec-
tion of ice cream from our wonderful cream-
eries.  Businesses need the revenue of visitors 
coming through their doors.

On a more positive note: our Vets were 
hosting a special traditional Idyllwild events 
at The Sons of The American Legion at Post 
800, in that they held this grand event with 
a healthy turnout at their annual fundraiser 
and Horseshoe Tournament.

In addition, later in the day the Mountain 
Disaster Preparedness (MDP) team met 
with residents for an informative Town Hall 
meeting. Demonstrating how Idyllwild folks 
come together with a mission to help each 
other, MDP was hosting a gathering to help 
neighborhoods get organized in the time of 
disaster on The Hill.  

Looking back at the summer's weekends,-
most where wonderful times, when families 
could get away from the heat of the desert, 
the stress of work, and political pressures 
of their home community. This village 
(Idyllwild) is not known for nor has invited  
aggressive rhetoric from people who cannot 
clarify their issues. There are issues, they just 
couldn't put them away for the weekend. 
nor could they clearly define their purpose. 
This conclusion is based upon a four-hour 
meeting at my office, as the words, like dust 
settled, there was no true clarity as to any 
specific issue, no designated proposed pur-
pose, nor a planned solution to satisfy their 
complaining. It was just that complaining, 
agressive and angry. 

In contrast, that same Saturday afternoon, 
people sat in on the Mountain Disaster 
Preparedness (MDP) meeting, listening 
to MDP offering a clear organized plan, a 
strategize program for the community and 
layed out a plan for the specifically smaller 
neighborhoods on how to work together 
and be prepared for any emergencies that 
could confront Idyllwild and the surround-
ing community. There was a purpose, a 
plan, and a structure to the mission. Bring 
the community together, work together for 
the safety and well-being of all.  After all,  
“It takes a village.” Let's do all that we can 
to show kindness and compassion, that's 
Idyllwild is known for. We care about our 
neighbors, those less fortunate, and those 
who are hurting. Idyllwild is a great place to 
live. Let us show kindness. 

THE STAR reports information that is help-
ful and supportive to businesses, residents, 
and to our much appreciated visitors. 

THE STAR will make available information 
useful to all those here in our mountain 
community. We will continue to respect 
those who want to demonstrate their first 
amendment rights, however, let's show a 
warm demonstration of Idyllwild Harmony. 

It Takes A Village 
by Jo Monroe

AGENCY CONTACTS

In an emergency,
ALWAYS DIAL 911

IFPD
951-659-2153
sta621@idyllwildfire.com

CalTran (Dist. 8)
909-383-4631
Highways

National Weather Svc. 
Weather.gov/sgx
Accurate forecasts

CalFire Stations
Pine Cove 951-659-2732
Garner Valley 951-659-5353

INCIWEB
Incibeb.nwcg.gov
Fire Info - USFS

RivCo EMD
951-358-7100
Emergency Mgt. Dept. 

Riverside Sheriff
951-358-7100
Crime, trespass, etc.

County Roads
951--955-6880
Local Roads

RVCFIRE
Rvcfire.org
Fire Info - CalFire

Earthquakes - USGS
Earthquake.usgs.gov
Location, magnitudes

RivCo Animal Services
951-358-7387
Loose animals, etc. 

SoCal Edison
800-611-1911
Power outages



BETTER WILDLIFE CONTROL 
Advance Wildlife Control Operator 

951-795-6093
betterwildlifecontrol.com Aardvarks to Zebras 

“Only Pest Control on this Mountain” 
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 COMMUNITY CALENDAR                                      

Idyllwild Community Church
54400 N. Circle Drive
951-659-2935
Sunday Service: 9:30am
Wednesday: 
Women’s Bible Study - 9am
Men’s Small Group -  6:30pm

Th e Bargain Barn is now open
Th ursday - Saturday 10am-3pm
*****

Th e Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latterday Saints
53830 Tollgate Rd.
Sunday Services: 10am -12pm
Everyone is welcome
3rd Sunday Potluck 12:30pm
Free in-home Bible lessons 
please call 951-216-8716
*****

Queen of Angels Catholic Church
54525 N. Circle Dr. 
Idyllwild, CA 92549
951-659-2708
Weekend Masses: 
Sunday 10am
*****

Shiloh Christian Ministries
54295 Village Center Dr. 
Idyllwild, CA 92549
951-659-2416
Sunday Service 10:00am
Children’s Church 10:00am

*****

St. Hugh of Lincoln 
Episcopal Church
25525 Tahquitz Drive
Idyllwild, CA 92549
951-659-4471

Sunday Service 10 am
Pot-lunch follows Sunday Service

Also meeting at St. Hugh

AA Meetings
Monday, Wednesday, 
Th ursday-Saturday at noon

AA Speaker Series 
Last Sunday of every month at 
1PM

CODA meeting: Tuesday at noon
*****

American Legion
Post 800

54360 Marian View Drive
Don't Spend Monday Alone Join 
US at the 
Monday Night Dinner 
Starts each week at 5:00PM
and ends at 6:00PM
Plates are just $12 

Call on Monday to fi nd out 
what's being served. 
951-659-3517
All are welcome.

Sunday
You are welcome at
New Beginnings

A gathering of 
believers and those who desire 
a new beginning.

for more information
951-527-0055

Sunday 10 AM
Idyllwild Trailer Park Club House
25955 HWY CA 243 

Churches, Ministries, Meetings and Temple Gatherings

MHRC
Mountain High Radio Club

Meetings are held 
1st Tuesday of the month
Meet and Greet at 6:00pm
Meeting starts at 6:30pm

Location 
Middle Ridge Winery
Idyllwild, CA

Mile High Radio Club now pro-
viding HAM training and for the 
GMRS licensing.

Temple Har Shalom of Idyllwild
Experience How Uplift ing Zoom 
Can Be!

Candle Lighting Service Every Fri  
6pm + live events

templeharshalomidyllwild.org
Idyllwild, CA 92549
(951) 468-0004

THE ASSIGNMENT
by Mike Murdock

THURSDAYS

 4-6pm

Not sure what your assignment is 
in life. Where do you fi t in to your 
community?

Work study group         

For more information
Call Jo: 951-527-0055 

YOUR ANNOUNCEMENT

GOES HERE

Contact
Advertising

Call: 951-527-0055

Idyllwild Bible Church
54400 Pine Crest Ave
951-659-4775
Sunday Service: 9am and 10:45am
Sunday school for children in 
Pre-K to 5th grade is at 10:45 am

Calvary Chapel 
Mountain Center
29375 CA-243
Mountain Center, Ca 92561
951-659-0097

Sunday Service: 10 am

Jr & High School Wed 6:30-8pm

THE STAR
Est. August 5, 2016

Owner/Publisher
JoAnne (Jo) Monroe

Email Letters and Articles to :
jo.monroepublishing@gmail.com
or 
PO Box 3019
Idyllwild, CA 92549

Visit
www.thestar-news.com
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